
 

 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

Aging and Long-Term Support Administration 

PO Box 45600, Olympia, Washington 98504-5600 
 

April 1, 2022 
 
 
 

ALTSA:  AFH #2022-014 
ALTSA:  ESF #2022-013 

MEDICAL TEST SITE WAIVER REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Dear Provider:   
 
This letter is to inform you about state and federal regulations related to COVID-19 and other 
medical tests done in Adult Family Homes (AFH) and Enhanced Services Facilities (ESF).  
Certain types of medical testing require a state Medical Test Site Waiver (MTSW) license. One 
type of activity requiring a MTSW license is testing residents for COVID-19. Other types of 
medical testing requiring a MTSW license include, but are not limited to, blood glucose tests and 
urine tests. 
 
This letter explains federal and Washington state MTSW licensure requirements and how to 
decide if the medical tests conducted in your facility require a MTSW license.  
 
Federal and state Medical Test Site Waivers  

In Washington state, a Medical Test Site Waiver license is required to perform certain medical 
tests where Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services federal regulations require a Clinical 
Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) waived certificate. The Washington state MTSW 
license meets both federal and state requirements and includes both the state license number 
and a CLIA number to meet requirements. 
 
How do I decide if a MTSW license is required?  
MTSW licensure is required when the AFH or ESF provider administers a medical test (such as 
a COVID-19 test or blood glucose test), or interprets the test result, or acts upon the test results. 
Examples of activities performed by providers or staff that require a MTSW license are when a 
provider:  

• Uses rapid COVID-19 tests for residents. 

• Tests blood glucose for a resident. 

• Dips test sticks in urine to test for ketones or other analytes. 

• Reports a test result to a medical provider who may adjust a resident’s diet or 
medication in response to a test result. 

 
When is a MTSW license NOT required?  
MTSW licensure is not required if a person performs and interprets their own medical test or 
shows their test result to someone else. For example, when: 

• A staff person takes a rapid COVID-19 test and interprets the result, then calls the 
provider to report they will or will not be coming to work. 

• A resident independently takes the medical test and acts upon the results themselves 
(such as by adjusting their own diet or medication or calling the medical provider). 
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What do I do if a MTSW is required? 
If the AFH or ESF is testing residents using a medical test, then a MTSW license is required. 
The provider must apply for a MTSW license through the Department of Health (DOH) to be 
compliant with state and federal regulations.  

• Providers must mail the completed MTSW license application to the Olympia address 
listed on the application.  

• Providers that have submitted a MTSW license application with fee payment may 
conduct testing activities while their MTSW license is pending. Once the application is 
processed, providers will receive an email with their Medical Test Site and CLIA Number 
from DOH.  

• A provider who already has a MTSW license to perform COVID-19 testing must submit a 
Test Menu Change Form 505-088 to add to their license any other tests they are already 
conducting (such as blood glucose monitoring) to their existing MTSW license.  

• For more information on how to apply for a Washington state MTSW license, use this 
link: 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/FacilitiesNewReneworUpdate/L
aboratoryQualityAssurance/Licensing/Applications 

.  
Are there reporting requirements related to medical testing? 
There are reporting requirements related to COVID-19 testing. For information about reporting 
COVID-19 test results to DOH, use this link: 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/ReportingTestResults/Rep
ortingCOVID19TestResultsforPointofCareTestingFacilities.  
 
Where can I get more information?  
The Department of Health, with Residential Care Services, developed a webinar to help explain 
the application process, the reporting requirements for COVID testing, and to answer questions. 
The webinar is scheduled for two dates and each webinar is limited to the first 1,000 people who 
join. The webinar will be recorded for those who are unable to participate.  
 
Providers do not have to wait for the webinar to apply for a MTSW license. We encourage 
providers to apply as soon as possible.   
 
We will present the webinar on Microsoft Teams on the following dates:  
 

April 14, 2022   2:00 pm to 3:45 pm   

 

Join on your computer or mobile app  

Click here to join the meeting  

 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 564-999-2000,,472281315#   Olympia, WA  

Phone Conference ID: 472 281 315#  

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

 

April 18, 2022   2:00 pm to 3:45 pm 

 

Join on your computer or mobile app  

Click here to join the meeting  

 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 564-999-2000,,735793773#   Olympia, WA 

Phone Conference ID: 735 793 773#  

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

 

 
 
 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/portals/1/Documents/Pubs/505038.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2FPubs%2F505088.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Crobin.bucknell%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc91a88a8fc0b4a0183b608d9c64617b4%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637758826609487091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9K6haUwYL1PbkXq6xp%2F8wzTA%2FpVxQJFwhyp6AbNSHAE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/FacilitiesNewReneworUpdate/LaboratoryQualityAssurance/Licensing/Applications
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/FacilitiesNewReneworUpdate/LaboratoryQualityAssurance/Licensing/Applications
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/ReportingTestResults/ReportingCOVID19TestResultsforPointofCareTestingFacilities
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/ReportingTestResults/ReportingCOVID19TestResultsforPointofCareTestingFacilities
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NTEwNzI5NzItMzk3ZS00ZDBlLTliOTUtZWFkNjZlMDgzMjZj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b8e02ded-408a-4975-a91b-8cc09e695c74%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C5d3d816248d34298c87708da07acf1d7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830736624623916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zUK2JG3XerB6qcUzE8pNdb8tm%2FoowgtOkxWClAS55F8%3D&reserved=0
tel:+15649992000,,472281315# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2F811a9140-4f87-4b3b-b4e5-c0df12d33f3f%3Fid%3D472281315&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C5d3d816248d34298c87708da07acf1d7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830736624623916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cxyiLsQFFoqXj3J81I4ISwRvSGlx3G3JOumedijq%2FSk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmysettings.lync.com%2Fpstnconferencing&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C5d3d816248d34298c87708da07acf1d7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830736624623916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FexkKF4V3JAL8BwZ1uJp%2BTpboqmmILvHowOOW%2FlZ4MM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_N2UzM2JiY2MtNWRkYy00NDAwLTk0NjgtNDZmMTg1MmQ3YmZk%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b8e02ded-408a-4975-a91b-8cc09e695c74%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C1a50d501ff224bf401dd08da07ad2b61%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830737595378934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EuipwXP%2BemtLhtGfi28Cx1dH7GmyMWfDcK0t2sOw9aM%3D&reserved=0
tel:+15649992000,,735793773# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2F811a9140-4f87-4b3b-b4e5-c0df12d33f3f%3Fid%3D735793773&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C1a50d501ff224bf401dd08da07ad2b61%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830737595378934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E520b15mcm4wsAsNAYSNd6n53UYDUSYfGPvvX4BqtnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmysettings.lync.com%2Fpstnconferencing&data=04%7C01%7CColleen.Jensen1%40dshs.wa.gov%7C1a50d501ff224bf401dd08da07ad2b61%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637830737595378934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GRXUUoExhxfiFrEhLr2%2Ffpl%2FIttCzK0GQOephluLNIA%3D&reserved=0
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Thank you for your continued commitment to resident health and safety. If you have any 
questions about MTSW licensure, please contact the Department of Health Medical Test Site 
program at LQA@doh.wa.gov or 253-395-6746.    

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Mike Anbesse, Director 
Residential Care Services 

 
DSHS: “Transforming Lives” 
 

mailto:lqa@doh.wa.gov

